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Stop the sell off 
of our forests! 


THE Fine Ga 
Loft our forests 
'ss there is huge 


Pesat See Inside 
Sovhe 18 millon ores vies hat 
ecm EA aa wend asia 
Thon ifthe government mused Page 33 


public pressure to stop them, 
iy 9 June has been named 
of national action wh 

thousands will walk 
to show our opposition to privatisa- 

After Bertie Ahern stepped down 

h, he sought positions 
in the corporate world. 

But few know that he emer; 
the chairperson of 
Forestry Fund- a joint venture be 
tween a Swiss financial company 

Wealth and IFS, a Dubli 
sd forestry a 
company. 

Uf the forests are put up for sale, 
this disgraced Taoiseach, who pre- 
sided over reckless bank activity, 
could be the big winner. 


of the seli off, it would be hard to 
stop private owners closing off ac- 
cess to some forests. 

The McCarthy proposal to re- 


gal oblig 
is particularly ominous as forests 


as Taoises 


are also a vital resource for carbon 


Internatio 


sequestration. 
's can absorb high levels of 

rbon and, therefore a require- 
4 extend the 

er cultivation is 


ment to reforest 
amount of land u 
vital 

All of these factors explain why 
the scale of what is being attempted 
in Ireland is so unusua 

In almost all countries, the state 
is the largest forestry owner 

Even in New Zealand — which the 
McCarthy commission held up as a 
model — the state ren rg- 
est owner because the privatisation 
only aff 
plantations. 

Only Chile under Pinochet and, 
more latterly, South Africa has pur- 
sued extensive forest privatisation. 

In the former case it led to con- 
siderable under-investment and 


sets management 


Ireland’s murky 


Coillte 

Coillte, the forestry company, is val- 
ued at €1.2 billion. 

It has recorded profits in the last 
trading year of €256 million. 

The right-wing economist, Colm 
McCarthy who was put in charge of 
a commission on the sale of state 
assets, recommended that Ireland 
follow the New Zealand model and 
sell-off the harvesting rights to the 
trees on tong term leases. 

To make the selloff more at- 
tractive, he also suggested that the 
legal requirement to re-forest be 
removed as it was ‘unjustified and 


ins the 


cted non-indigenous forest 


many environmental problems 
In Britain, plans to privatise the 
public forest estate were dropped 
after a huge outcry, 
More than 4000 people turned 


Actors Jermey rons and Sinead Cusack atthe frst Walk in the Woods in Avondale 


counter-productive’ essary link between tree cuttingand Coillte controls 7 percent of the up to Avondale for the first Walk 
‘The government agrees with this the creation of wind farms in a pri- land mass of Ireland and operates in the Woods and now we need to 

and is preparing to sell off harvest- vatised firm. an open access policy sustain the momentum, 

ing rights for a 50-80 year duration. However, the issue of forestry By contrast, private forests nor- Join the protests in your local 


Coillte is composed of three divi- goes much deeper than simply eco- mally engage in more clearfelling area and make sure our forests re- 
ons: Forests, Panel Products and nomics, and tend to deny access. main in public ownership. 
Enterprise, which develop business TETTA 
opportunities in areas ike wind en- [CEE some walks already 
ergy. planned for 9 June 
ESEN Dublin: Tincock, 1pm Contact sara 087-5024821 
O Wicklow: Glen of the Downs- 1pm Contact Sharon 086-3817966 
panel products divisions Wexford: Raven Woods Curracioe 1pm- Contact Noreen 087-7862970 
‘The panel board mills and saw- [URC UUIEESR SUES Ss 
icin actos West Clare: Kilrush 6pm-Contact Karen 86-1688090 


Congress 
is genetically 
contaminated 


and salaries amounting to €90 mil- Kildare: Donadee TTET h 

lion a year. West Cork: Lough Hyne 3pm- contact 086-2712323 = 
FSCS Dundalk: Slieve Foye Wood, Carlingford, Co. Louth 2pm https://www. Monsanto an 

would be under no obligation to j7ccbook.com/events/362509890516021/ fie ith 

EE cork: Corabinny woods ipm-contact Jim 086.5556452 agri-giant without 

not at non-market prices. porte apres Ae oo a conscience 


‘Similarly, there would be no nec- 
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National News 


Government fails women again 


MADELEINE JOHANSSON p” 
teade or Blof the new abortion TESTITION 4 
published by the Government is a pathetic at- 
tempt to deal with the X-case ruling from 1992. 
Pro-choice campaigners have fought for 
20 years to get consecutive Irish governments 
to legislate, and it took the death of Savita 
Hallappanavar for them to start the process, 
Following the massive demonstrations during 
theautumn the expert group report was published 
and work began on legislation. Unfortunately 
the worst fears of the movement for choice are 
now being realised, 


A 14 year jail term 
One of ihe most disgusting parts of the new leg- 
islation is the inclusion of a 14 year Jail term 
for anyone who performs an illegal abortion in 
Ireland, or any woman who procures an abortion. 

"This effectively means that ia woman is raped 
and takes the abortion pil, she could geta higher 
Jailsentencethan her rapist. This includes women 
‘who for various reasons are not able to travel 
(migrant women, poor or very ill women) and 
‘who order the abortion pill online. 

‘This rotten clause i partly designed to placate 
the right 


The Anti-Choice brigade and 
their US donor: 
Since January, the anti-choice groups have made 
a strong effort to mobilize and with their huge 
levels of money (from the US) and resources 
they have managed to mobilize thousands on 
the streets 

"They present themselves as the majority, even 
though we know from several opinion poils that 
the majority of people in Ireland are in favour 
‘of more liberal abortion laws. 

Restrictive anti-women legislation is not very 
surprising coming from Fine Gael, but i's dis- 
graceful that the Labour Party who voted down 
Clare Daly's bill for not being radical enough’ 
are supporting this legislation. 

1's clear that Labour care more about staying 
in government than women’s rights. 


Suicide 
a 
moer 
Da Airan tatarera angan 
and from those who carry fetuses with fatal SEEE KRAE EASA 
Seo EN l me tom Tem We NEED Te 
meas an etasan Ml Oranicone ste deci 


government. democratic campaign 


In their own words 


Keep up the street presence 
We have to keep fighting, in particular to remove 
the criminalization of abortion from the new 
legstaton, 

‘The Pro-choice movement needs to remember 
‘that we are the majority, but not be complacent st 


it can be unsafe to take abortion 
pills bought on the net. 

For a safe service £o to www. 
womenomveb.or{ for full support 
from healthcare professionals to 
women in need 


AND IN THE LONG TERM: 
W. Repeal the 8* Amendment 


Organise around the demand for free, 
safe and legal abortion 


LAST Saturday saw a number of resistance events | ruy ompi ourien ide | | slcame her oda beeni, | he Monsanto protesi elore 
organised against austerity. in Livery Malthe Mo | memre amd t woaid ait at |Link sey important toc | ng wy ih © 
Means No campaign met to discuss strategyand | Your readen and anyone che | theprveramcntand ihe poole | demons a y 
tactics to defeat the Croke Park 2 proposals. prae e m bide 
tt ayes | fighting and that wewon't be | capitalists bailing out 
In Dublin city centre the CAHWT | Leh ” ‘the bondholders: 

had a cavalcade and a lively protest against a en ëO | ts fob 
a her seam 400 asthvts eat This isthe real spirit of trade | cchocd then sentiments stating | grabbing control of our natural 
eg ah a en ome Soo ete at pioni and we man per back. | Swe wil pingund te | emeomnet them Ine 
Memanto's near monopelisation ofthe bio- inti “Thankful re were | pople wio cane thers | under is out of otro 
technology in plants and foodstuffs. Socialist Seimis [ondaa | Teen 
Worker was at each of the events and captured a | aa ee 
the sentiments of the participants. seas ee ee 

And Emergency Services | ha peopl whee terrorised 
Aan Laws tom sirtu "Almost every section st | Amociton war ako pent | in thcir own bomes. aps 
Grusmotsmsencofth sy | SIPTU rerommended ayes | nde nced captain | anton young to wna bouse 
spealesathe Ant Croke Part | vote and ven though they | tnis broad base poing forward”. | but wat og ad Iwan 
Han ld Wt lost, they sili craviedbackto | Stephen Homan ton tie | everyone dsc tse that he 
mam concern was with the government looking maeut | CAT in Driminagh spoke to | ght a conning” 
hackat mepresentatanbeing | worerspay-1CTUhasbecome | SW soo hestendedtc | Paty we spote io Detare 
provided by CTU Senge to hald worker. protest out the propery uns- | Wadding wbo had been at 


Actions of Minister for 
(In)justice reveal murky 
nature of Irish capitalism 


a member of An Garda 
Slochina” about a politi- 
cal opponent. 

“This hypocrisy is inher- 
ent in the regime under 
Which Shatter operates. 
When a government op- 
ponent is in the firing line 
personal information is 
bandied about without 
any problems, 

However when it comes 
to the individual informa- 
tion of a corporate giant, 
the government suddenly 
invokes the separation of 
powers. 


eina 


IN the course ofa 
Primetime interview, 
Minister for Justice 
‘Alan Shatter made it 
publicly known that Mick 
Wallace was spoken to 
by members of An Garda 
Slochana for using his 
‘mobile phone whist 
driving. 

‘No points, charges or 
warnings were issued as a 
Fesultof this incident 

Minister Shatter claims 
that this was relevant 
since the scandat of 
Gusning penalty poins | Rotten Appi 
Was being'discussedon | Despite protests from 
the program. Eamon Gilmore that 

Vet he failed to men- | Ireland has a “very trans- 
tion that he himself was | parent” tax system, the 
stopped and (almost) | fact remains tnat Apple 
iweathalysed by Gardal. | CEO Tim Cook stated 
Both Labourand Fine | before the US Senate that 
Gael have made clear | his company was privy 
that they will defend the | to a dea! which enabled 
Minister in thetace of | them to pay only 2% tax 
Fianna Fails motion of | ~in response to which 


No Confidence. Senators labelled this 
country a “tax haven.” 
aration of many and France 


expect their corporations 
to pay 29.5 and 33.3% 
respective 

‘Yet when it comes to 
the specifics of the Apple 
situation the government 
suddenly becomes coy. 

‘When asked about 
Apple's arrangements nel- 
ther Kenny nor Noonan 
Will be drawn on det 

Instead they issue 
carefully worded ger 
eralisations and denials 
before arguing that it 
would be highly improper 
to discuss the merits of 
individual cases. 

When Shatter abused 
his position the matter 
was deemed trivial. 

But when corporations 
are in the firing line it 
becomes essential that we 
respect the rules of ano- 
nymity. Hypocrisy is too. 
kind a word for this lot. 

Ttis not even a case of 
one rule for the general 
public, and another for 
the financial elites; but 
one rule for the public, 
and none for those who 
frequent the corridors of 
power. 


Both the Data Protection 
Commissioner and the 
Standards in Public Office 
Commission are investi- 
gating Shatter's actions. 

This is because in a 
capitalist democracy there 
are supposedly Chinese 
walls between those that 
make the laws and those 
that enforce them. 

‘This clear separation is 
supposed to prevent cor- 
ruption and clear abuses 
of power, but in reality an 
informal back-channet 
is always available to the 
elites. 

Mt is disturbing enough 
thatthe police com- 
missioner is giving out 
personal information 
on opponents of the 
government. 

‘What makes it even 
worse is that in February 
2010, Shatter successfully 
Called for the resignation 
of the then Minister of 
Defence Willie O'Dea, as 
he “publically discussed, 
for his own electoral gain, 
confidential informa- 
tion furnished to him by 
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Divided we fall 


Last week two stories emerged that on first glance seem 
to have nothing in common, 

‘OnTuesday, members of the US Senate accused Apple of 
tax avoidance measures facilitated in large part by aspecial 
deal with the Irish tax authorities (the Double Irish). 

On Thursday, Kieran Mulvey revealed that the Labour 
Relations Commission had succeeded in tweaking the Crake 
Park 2 agreement sufficiently to warrant a second ballot. 

This, of course, was government spin. But the real story is 
the way that elite groups sow divisions within their opponent’ 
ranks to get what they are looking for In the case of the 
global econony the obvious solution to tax avoidance would 
be a corporate-profit rate that would apply uniformy. 

In this case no corporation could play one government 
off against the next in order to make them compete for 
Investment, 

Standing united, the states of the world could face down 
every corporation, but they allow themselves to be divided. 
before arguing with citizens that they must be individually 
competitive 

In this way a conservative logic emerges æ every citizen 
encouraged to support their own eltes in attracting investment. 

This then gives oxygen to those who call for lower 
corporation taxes, tax loopholes and generous grants and 
subsidies for the bosses 

Trade unions have traditionally been very critical of this 
phenomenon, but ICTU has now colluded with the Irish 
government to establish the very same dynamic, Instead 
of standing united in their calls for a solution to the crisis 
based on progressive taxation, each union went into talks 
on the basis that the cuts were inevitable, 

Even after more than 65% had voted against CP2 this 
set up a conservative dynamic as each executive panders 
to the idea they must work to protect their own members 
Individually. Like the corporations this allows government 
to get Its way with only superficial changes 

Global, the ugy truth is that governments actively collude 
with corporations to hide their profits and avoid what they 

Trageally, we are now seeing the very same collusion from 
union leaders who are supposed to work for the good of 
their members. 

Luckily we can still defeat this rotten deal by voting No 
~ but even if we lose Begg and O' Connor will have to go. 


Media frenzy around 
Jolie is revolting 


‘THE celebrity furore that has surrounded the news of Angelina 
Jolies double mastectomy is truly revolting 

In an opinion piece in the NewYork Times, Jolie explained 
she had undergone the mastectony having tested positive 
for a faulty BRCA! gene, which dramatically increases the 
risks of breast and ovarian cancer, 

Jolie uncovered this risk through a private examination 
that costs upwards of $3000 and the actress was anxious to 
make "it a priority to ensure that more women can access 
gene testing and lifesaving preventive treatment, whatever 
their means and background, wherever they live" 

If the US government were to adopt the test as part of 
its medi-care package it could be given for free. Instead a 
private compary, Myriad Genetic, have captured the rights 
to test for the faulty genes, denying the examination to 
anyone whe cannot pay 

This monopolisation by a private company of parts of 
the human genome should be the real story, but instead a 
sexist and profit hungry media fawns over the sexuality of 
a Hollywood celebrity 

The fact that milions of women are needlessly at risk 
is completely whitewashed by a media that commodifies 
women as a matter of course. 

Capitalism has always imperiaised the human and natural 
environment, but granting intellectual property rights in bio 
material (genes, plants etc) sets a dangerous new precedent. 
Instead of privatsing medicine we need to re-organse science 
so that its purpose is to benefit people not profit. 

To her credit, Jolie has highlighted a huge issue that many 
women face We need to go further and deal with the causes 
that prevent woman having full access to diagnostic tests 
which save lives 
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ple scandal — how tax 
scams are ripping us off 


MR. COOK 
Chief Executive Officer 
Apple, Inc 


Rotten Apple Appie CEO im cook in mont ofthe US Senate Cor 


KIERAN ALLER 


A special committee of the US Senate 
investigating corporate tax breaks has 
uncovered a vast tax scam operating 
from Ireland. 
pple Operations International had 
n income of €30 billion, but only paid 
a tax rate of 0.05 percent. 

‘Asecond Apple company, Apple Sales 
International, had control of intellectual 
property outside the US. 

Itreceived $74 billion 
cover fouryears but pai 
cent in tax. 

The Apple CEO, Tim Cook, told the 
US hearing that Apple had a ‘special 
deal with the Irish govem 
that they subsequently den 

Ireland was also branded as a ‘tax 
haven’ ina special report issued by the 
Senate. 

This puts massive pressure on 
the Irish elites, with Labour Foreign 
Minister, Eamon Gilmore, forced to 


nsalesincome 
less than 2 per- 


What he didn’t say was that these 
guidelines are so vague that nearly every 
‘country can sign up to then 


Corporate Lobbying 
In 1989, the OECD issued a report on 
Harmful Tax Competition, 

But after a massive lobbying cam- 
paign by US corporate interests its 
recommendations were watered down. 

Countries only had to make ‘trans- 
parency agreements’ and provide 
information, if requested. 

Those who did not were tobe puton 
an OECD “blacklist 

But almost all countries signed up, 
including even the Cayman Islands! 

Ireland operates as a tax haven by 
deliberately writing its law to create 
loopholes for US companies whowant 
to dodge tax. 

‘The evidence for this is overwhelm- 


ing. Other companies, besides Apple, 
suchas Google, Starbucks, and General 

lectric all pay tax rates of ess than 2%. 

GE Capital Aviation Funding, the 
Shannon based aircraft leasing finance 
‘company, for example recorded pre-tax 
profits of $765 milion in 2011 

Yetit had no employees and only paid 
$379,000 in corporation profits tax to 
the Irish state, 

Itused Irish tax laws to claim ‘group 
relief and so paid only 0.5 percent tax 
on its profits. 

Ireland's famous 12.5% rate of cor- 
poration tax is only a headline figure 
designedto appease global 

The real dirty bı 


the loopholes that have especially 
created. 

Here are some of the ways it works. 
Until recently, Ireland had no transfer 


d 


pricing’ rule. 
neans that a company could 
manipulate internal prices to make it 
look like more profits were made in 
Ireland. 

Coca Cola, for example, used to 
charge such a low price for its ‘cola 
extract that its Drogheda plant seemed 
to be making fabulous profits. 

Limited rules to outlaw transfer pric- 
ing appeared in 2010 but as Deloitte 
argued, they would not put any ‘signifi 
cant additional burden’ on corporations. 
Mreland is specialising in tax scams 


on intellectual property. 
thas brought in special tax reliefs to 

allow companies like Apple and Google 

drawin billions in royalty fees, without 

paying tax. 

ireland has no ‘Controlled Foreign 

Company’ rules. 

‘Thisenablesa state to get profits sent 
by subsidiaries to their parent holding 
companies. 

Billions can flow into Ireland — but 
no taxis taken. 

Wieland allows the rich to take huge 
dividend payments out of Ireland tax 
free provided they are going to another 
EU country, 

Wlreland allows companies to incor- 
porate themselves here to get an EU 
base. But, asin the Apple case, it then 
accepts they are not ‘tax resident’ 

Ireland has a vast army of tax plan- 
ners whose sole job is to allow the rich 
to avoid taxes. 

These meet with the Revenue 
Commissioners on a regular basis to 
lobby for more loopholes. 

There are over 80,000 people work- 
ing in the areas of tax, consultancy 
and the legal specialities dealing with 
taxation. 

‘These people make up the vast bulk 
ofthose 110,000 tax units earning over 
£€100,000 and they put massive pressure 
onthe government to keep the burden 
off the corporations. 

‘The mass of the population end up 
subsidising the rich by paying more 
taxes and accepting lower standard 
public services. 

We should demand a special Dail 
inquiry into the myriad of tax scams 
that are being used to rob us. 

‘There sno reason why the US Senate 
should know more about these opera- 
tions than the Irish people. 

But we should also stop falling for 
the argument that there is no wealth 
in Ireland — and that we, the workers, 
‘must make all the sacrifices. 


No Means No - No to another Croke Park deal 


Sy RERANALEN 


Aconcerted attempt is underway by the 
government, the media and the ICTU 
leaders to bully workers into reversing 
their vote on Croke Park 2. 

‘The ICTU leaders led by David Begg 
alongside SIPTU's Jack O' Connor and 
Patricia King are doing everything to 
help their friends in the Labour Party. 

They needto get publie sector workers 
togiveanother €1 billion to help pay oft 
bondholders. 

We should stand firm and say NO. 

We should go further and get rid of 
union leaders whose primary loyalty isto 
the Labour Party. They are undermining 
the very basis of trade unionism. 

Here are some of the reasons why. 
‘They do not listen to their own members. 

When workers voted No to Croke 


Park 2, the union leaders should have 
called a special conference to geta new 
mandate. 


Instead, they took it on themselves to 
do another deal with their Labour Party 
comrade, Brendan Howlin, without any 
consultation with their members. 
‘Thegovernmentis tearing up an existing 
agreement that is supposed to last until 
2014- and the ICTU leaders are saying 
“fet them M they getaway with this, they 
will do it again and again. 

‘The Croke Park 2 agreement will not 
expire until June 2014 but the govern 
ment wants to take more than even this 
rotten deal. 

The ICTU icaders want us to agree to 
another €1 billion robbery from the pay 
and pensions of publie sector worker 

Instead of telling the government to 
close loopholes that allowed Apple to pay 
a 0.05% tax rate on €30 billion profits 
ofan Irish subsidiary, we are supposed 
to accept more job losses. 

The Haddington Road proposals are 
designed to “facilitate further reductions 
in staff numbers’ so that thenext budget 
‘can make appropriate provision far an- 
nual pay bili savi 

30,000 public sector jobs have al- 
ready been destroyed — and now they 
want more! 

Iwill mean less public services and 
more stress for the remaining workers 


Who deliver them. 
The union leaders are collaborating in 
draconian legislation introduced by their 
Labour Party friends. 

The Financial Emergency Measures 
in the Public Interest Bill 2013 gives the 
{government power to reduce the pay of 
Public servants and increase working 
hours. 

It states ‘that the working time, 
whether by reference to a day, a week 
ora month’ (can be made) greater’ 

In other words, the government is 
taking power to brush aside collective 
bargaining and determine our working 
hours at the stroke of a pen. 

‘This power will stay on the statute 
books for a long time. It is a measure 
that would do any dictatorship proud. 

we had a half decent union leade 
ship, they would refuse to negotiate any 
deal until the threat of this legislation 
was removed. 

‘They would call mass protests to tell 
the government to back off. 

Instead the Haddington Road propos- 
als explicitly state that ‘the parties note 
that a num- 
ber of these 
will require 
legislative 
change’ 

In other 
words, that 
the unions 
will collab- 
orate with 
government 
Ministers 
who im- 
pose new 
conditions 
‘on workers, 
bylaw. 

For this 
treachery 
alone— the leaders of SIPTU, the INTO 
and the ICTU must be removed. 


Whatis in the Deal? 
When governments lose referenda like 
Lisbon 1, they make us vote again and 
invoke bigger threats. Now the union 
leaders are trying the same trick. 


‘There are no substantial change 
thelatest Haddington Read proposals. It 
reads just like Croke Park 2 and exa 
the same amount of savings are being 
extracted. 


EXTRA HOURS 


E Everyone's hours of work are being 
increased. 

"Those under 35 hours goto 37. Those 
over 35, g0 to 39, 

Management can deploy these extra 
hours any way they want and can 'ag- 
regate them on a daily, weekly or 
annual basis, 


"AY FREEZE UNTIL 2016 


{Wit these proposals go through, work 
ers ill not get apay rise for eight years 
Teven though we have to put up with 
property taxes, Universal Social Charge 
water charges. Plus inflation. 


The in- 
f creased 
hours are 
bad enough 
— but they 
will be 
used as an 
excuse for 
new rosters 
designed to 
eliminate 
overtime 
payments. 
Workers 
willhaveto 
co-operate 
on these 
changes, 
which ac: 
cording to one insider will give the 
{government the equivalent of an extra 
2,000 full time posts free of charge. 


FREE OVERTIME 


I Those who work 39 hours will give 
away an hour's free overtime a week 


until March 2014, 


CUTS IN INCREMENTS AND 
OVERTIME RATES 


E Those who earn over €35,000 -and 
that includes allowances - wili see their 
overtime rates cut to time and a quarter. 
This new norm’ will ater be extended to 
everyone else. Other workers will have 
to give an extra six days work før free. 
Increments will also be cut. 


MORE RE-DEPLOYMENT 
BEYOND 45 KILOMETRES AND 
MANAGEMENT BY STRESS 


E There wili be more redeployment be- 
cause managements will get ‘enhanced 
flexibility’. The 45 kilometres away norm 
can also be breached. 

E Workers will also be subject to more 
individual targets’ and where these are 
not met, there will be disciplinary meas- 
ures and ‘exit mechanisms’ 

Vote No and change the Unions 

“There is nothing in this deal for work- 

ers. The ICTU leaders can only use the 
tactic of 1) ‘divide and rule’ and 2) fear. 
Winstead of promoting solidarity be- 
tween workers, they try to tell different 
groups they are ‘looked after’. But we 
should reject this deal because an ‘Injury 
to one is an injury to all- 
IB They play the soft cop to the govern- 
ment's hard cop. If we don't accept, the 
ICTU leaders say there will be all-out 
strikes. 

“The union leaders have failed us miser- 
ably—and few have any confidence that 
they could lead any resistance. 

“They did nothing to fight pay cuts of 
15%. They did nothing when the retire- 
ment age was increased to 68. All they 
do is spread defeatism. 

If we reject this deal, we will have to 
take on the government. But before doing 
so, we will have to convene special union. 
conferences to electa nev leadership that 
can leada fight. Once we have a decent 
Jeadership, we can stand together and 
face down a bullying government. 

‘Ourtacticsfor doing so can be decided 
democratically after we have said: Enough 
is Enough. 


O'CONNOR 
PLEADS 
IGNORANCE 
TO SIPTU 
SLUSH FUND 


Alan Laws of SIPTU Grassroots 
Spoke to Socialist Worker about 
the nature of A Health and Local 
Authority Levy Fund and the 
questions arising for the SIPTU 
leadership 

What exactly was this fund? 
AL-In 1998 n tund of round €100,000 
was established by SITPU to strengthen 
Social partnership. 

Between 2002 and 2011 around 
€4.15 million flowed through the 50- 
éolied Heath and Local Authority Levy 
Fund and according to the Comptroller 
sand Auditor General report €598,000 of 
this went on travel and accommodation’, 
€348,000 went on ‘marketing , whilst 
€99,600 went on hospitality- 

Now, how vast sums of money that 
are meant to go on training could be 
spent on Junkets and hosptaltys beyond 
me, especially as €583,000 went to a 
mere 250 people connected to the SIPTU 
hierarchy, 

How Has Jack 0” Connor respone 
to the obvious anomalies that 
fund throws up? 

Ale His response, qulte frankly, has been 
appaling 

As part of the funds to strengthen 
partnership around €422,000 was 
transferred from SIPTU to other trade 
unions. 

Despite this fact, and the massive 
fanfare surrounding the initia launch 
ofthe tund, 0’ Connor claims he wasn't 
aware off 

This is simply astonishing. Indeed it 
ether means O Connor is completely 
incompetent as he presided over vast 
sums of his member's money leaving 
the union without his knowledge, or he 
is lying to avoid and responsibilty for 
‘the ways the funds were appropriated. 
is there any significance of this 
for the current Croke Park 2 
discussions? 
Al- Absolutely. During the discussions 
held by SITPU to ram through the last 
proposals, Isaw numerous officials and 
even some shop stewards arguing against 
union member's who wanted to fight. 

find this simply incredible and I fear 
that some people have been bought oft 
by the many junkets that came out of 
the slush fund, 

Mhi is true then it helps to expainthe 
levels of complicity within the hierarchy 
of SIPTU today and in-so-ar as other 
union leaders partook in the fund they 
are alsa compromised, 

Before any union member listens to 
anyone in a position of authority Iwould 
askthem to askthat member- have they 
ever gone on any trip paid for through 
that fund? 

ifthe answer is yes you then know 
whoyou are dealingwith and you should 
disregard their so-called advice 


Monsanto an agti-giant 
without a conscience 


Congress 
is genetically | 
contaminated 


Ey DEIRDRE WADDING 
(freelance socialist ativst 


Aprotest 
biotech companies was staged in Dubin on 
Saturday 25 May as part of a global cam- 
paign operating in 52 countries on ali ve 
continents. 

‘Monsanto one of the biggest promot 
ers and purveyors of GM agriculture in the 
word 

Itigalso the company that brought us no 
less vile a creation than Agent Orange (a 
chemical agent used to devastating effect 
by the US military in Vietnam). 

Dueto its activities Monsanto has been 
atthe centre of controversy and tigation 
ades, but such is its power an 
jat thas won almost al oft 

with ease 
In 2011, Monsanto spent no less than 


sinst oneof 


$0.3 million on lobbying activities. 

Almost 1/3 of that ($2 million) was in 
andto foren agriculture technology 
, regulations and tra 
During 2008 it gave $186,250 to US 
federal election candidates and in 2010 
that increased to $305,749, the bulk of it 
to Republican candidates. 

More ominously, Monsanto sp 
$8. 1million opposing Proposition 37 in 
Catonia, which would have enforced ds 
closure of GM crops used in food products. 

In November 2012, Proposition 
rejected by just over 53% of the vote. 

The current Senior Advisor to the US 
Food and Drug Administration is a former 
Vice President of Monsanto for Public Policy: 


Global dominance 
Across the globe Monsanto has worked to 
‘colonseagr-businessat the expense of small 


farmers and ordinary workers 

Frequently farmers are sued if they at- 
tempt to use seeds that have recently been 
patented by Monsanto under intellectual 
property policies hatched by mandarins at 
the World Trade Organisation. 

In India, Monsanto has used its inf 
ence to exclude indigenous competitors 
to the point where 873% of Indian cotton 
growing land is now being used for their 
biotech cotton. 

In Argentina, GM soy production was 
approved in 1996 and such has been the 
impact that $0% of small farmers have 
been displac 

‘Unto 
iceberg 

The more one koks into Monsanto activ- 
ties the more one finds a blatant disregard 
for human well being and this is why 1 
had to protest on Saturday in Dublin. 


ie Chaco region. 
isis only the tip of the 


Shanganagh workers win 


and how at any moment 
the workers may be force 
to travel to a neighbouring 
plant in Bray. 


Victory 
‘The strike lasted three days 
and rapidly became effective 
‘with delivery servicemen 
refusing to pass the picket 
focal community 


the local shop 
food forthe 


provided fre 
workers. 
‘Without vital goods being 
delivered to the plant and lab 
workers (whose job itis to 
test the level of contaminants 
e water) refusing 


a 


AFTER 3 days on strike the 
Workers at SDD Shanganagh 
Water Treatment plant have 
had their demand to Labour 
Court conciliation met by 
management. 

‘The plant was formerly a 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 
County Council operation 
treating water for domestic 
purposes for 248,000 
people in South Dublin and 
Wicklow. 

However, now itis 
run for profit by a joint 
venture between an Irish 
construction company and 
two Spanish companies. 

A dispute initially broke 
out between the workers 
and the management about 
the sacking of Union shop 


forun 
plant. 


steward Darragh Kennedy 
nising the staff of the 


Following two conciliation 
meetings at the Labour 
Relations Commission 
this issue was though to be 
resolved 

However some issues 
remained outstanding. 


Workers concerns 
The workers concerns w 
regards to pay and shift 
premium payments w 
ignored by management. 
"The workers also 
complained about various 
health and safety issues 
such as management's 
refusal to buy stab proof 
loves following a worker 
getting a dirty needle prick 
in his hand, no gas masks 


nored. 


action. 


They were on shift work 
sotheirpicketwasaround | the iss 


the clock. 


Plant worker, Jeff Jones, 
said: “None of us has 
ever been involved in an 
industrial dispute befor 


re ‘Weare workin 
hour- 52 weeks a 
pattem, 


day workers 


that we work 


for contaminated ar 
improper tools in the plant- 
but again these issues were 


o the 14 workers voted 
‘unanimously for strike 


neluding public 
holidays, for a rate applied to 


All we are seeking is fair 
pay for the hours and shifts 


He went on to discuss 
the harsh nature of the job 


picket, it w 


nd | a matter of time before the 


worker 


nent initially 
‘thought they could handle 
the plant without the 
expertise of the workers 
but after only 3 days the 
ccepted to refer 
s in dispute to the 
Labour Court, whilst the 
workers agreed to go back 
to work. 
Employees at the plant 
in Shankill showed that 
workers power and solidarity 
ift | is far more powerful than 
union busting and driving 
roughshod over workers 
ight 
Socialist Worker 
would lke to offer ts 
congratulations to the 14 
men for fighting for what 


Socialist Worker 


Sunday June 16th@ 10am 


Ramada Encore Hotel” St Annes Sq 
Book Your Ticket.Text "Ticket" to 07596114612 


Protest Against the G8 


The 6 are the ener of the eg richest ceuties on earth -the USA, Germany, ian 
France, Japan, Canada, aly, and Russa This yaar the G8 sume vl take place near 
Ennthilen on 16 md 17 June They vil gather to corordnate ples fer defending privilege 
snd inequlty. The G8 and ts asociates represent the pila organitations oF corporate 
dobaleaten, 


testare to gather and voce demands for glabal juste. Sofar, the 
“h in Beast on Saturday 15 June A counter suri is being 
Ateroatver on Sunday 16 June in Belfast And a major pratest 1 scheduled 
“Shiler on Monday 17 Dune. 


There wil also be pulk meeting around the courtry to helo rable for the G8 proteste If 
jou att get involved contact OBS B30 5292 (South) 075 96114612 (North) 


G8-Counter Summit Sunday 16th June 


Timetable [ Tickets £10 waged/ £6 unwaged ] Contact 075 611 464 


Five reasons 
why you should 
protest 


Putin, Pussy Riot and the Right to Protest 


Should 68 Run the World? 


Why inequality Doesn't Work 


From Weapons of Mass Destruction to 
Drones. 


The case against war 


Bote 


‘ Climate Change - How Can we Stop the 
World Burning? 


Neale Auth 


Austerity In the Fight of our Lives: 


Socialist Worker 


Guards fire 
on striking 


miners in 
oO al re South Africa 


ip REN OLENDE 


Opinion Piece on Woolwich Murder 


TEN striking chrome miners were 
hospitalised after rubber bullets were 


fired on Tuesday of last week atthe 
Lanxess mine near Rustenberg in 
South Africa, 


TORN MOLYNEUX 
mee othe hard to explain why the murder 
‘THE day after a British soldier was killed happened. 
‘on the streets of Woolwich in London, “It should by now be self-evident that 
President Obama delivered a speech by attacking Muslims overseas, you will 
defending the continued use of drone occasionally spawn twisted and, as we 
attacks in Afghanistan and elsewhere, saw yesterday. even murderous hatred 
‘The first event was blazoned over at home, 
the front pages of the tabloid press in “We need to recognise that 
graphic images, accompaniedby nflam- the continued role our go 
matory headlines about ‘terrorist’ and has chosen to play in the US imperial 
agery’. The second was reported as project in the Middle East, we are lucky 


Security guards hit at least 15 of the 
4470 miners on unofficial strike, saying 
they fired in self defence. 

The miners have been on unofficial 
strike since the previous Thursday. 

The incident happened close to 
where police massacred 34 striking 
miners at Marikana last August, also 
claiming self defence. 

Tensions are high in the mining 
sector after a two-day stoppage atthe 


asoned defence of a just war. that these attacks are so few and far Lonmin mine where the Marikana 
However it takes only a moment's between. strike began, following the murder of 

thought to realise that far, far more Socialist Worker echoes these senti an AMCU union activist 

people, including civilians, vomen and ments exactly AMCU has replaced the National 

children die from drone attacks —on We are far from defending the killing Union of Mineworkers (NUM) as the 


a regular basis — than have ever been of soldiers on the streets of London, but 
killed by ‘terrorists in the UK, let alone we want an honest discussion that roots 
In this one incident these attacks in the savagery of Western 

Nor is having a drone or bomb land Imperialist policy and understands the 
on your home or wedding party going consequences for millions of ordinary 
to be any less savage’ or ‘barbaric’ in Muslims of the portrayal of the killers 
the appalling injuries it inflicts, as animals in the mainstream press. hatred ana auon, 

Moreover the ongoing threat of drone speakers were keen to trash their rival 
attacks or bombing raids will terroris union. 
communities and whole populations in- South African Communist Party 
finitely more than any individual attack general secretary Blade Nzimande, told 
on a soldier the workers that AMCU is not a trade 

Yet drone attacks and bombing raids union, but a group of “vigilantes and 
by Western forces are NEVER described liars”, 
in the media in terms of ‘savagery’ or NUM president Senzeni Zokwana 
“terrorism, 

‘This media double standard fed a 
vicious backlash against the British 
Muslim community orchestrated by 
the racist and fascist English Defence 
League, 

Mosques across the country were 
attacked, in some cases fre bombed, 
and assaults on individual Muslims 
have soared. 

(Though i's important to note that 
this backlash has been vigorously re- wage rises. Amplats, the world's largest 
sisted by Unite Against Fascism and Platinum producer made its frst 


‘other anti-racists se below) But none of een operating loss in South Africa in the 

these attacks on Muslims and mosques 1 u Tast nancial year. 

are described as “terrorism Earlier in the year Amplats said it 
Tt is probably the case that neither would have to lay off 14,000 workers. 


the ruling class nor the bulk of its media = Now it says it will “only” have to sack 


‘double-standard? Because they NEED Io Elsewhere, around 1,600 workers 


dominant union in much of the mining 
sector, This is because it has been 
prepared to fight for increased wages, 
and ead unofficial strikes. 

Territory 

The NUM held 1,000-strong 
political schoo! last weekend. The 


said, “Instead of raising problems with 
employers, they just run to workers and 
instruct them not to go to work.” 

‘The NUM is aggressively trying to 
hang on to its territory in the mines, 
but also by raising demands for wage 


‘This month is traditionally the 

beginning of the annual w 

negotiation round in South Africa. 
Bosses say there is no money for 


The car bonnet 


demonise Muslims and associate Islam, RACISTS have attacked | Another Bolton planning a protest in “When the EDL joined a wildcat strike at Mercedes 
as such, with ‘terrorism in orderto fwo mosquesin Bolton, | mosque had dogfaeces | Manchester and at came to Bolton three Benz which ended on Tuesday ofthis 
Justify US and UK foreign policy and north west England, "| dumped on its entrance | Downing Streeton | yearsago,wewentout Week 
Torign wars, which in reality are Hot | since a soldier was fon Thursday lunchtime. | Monday 27 May. therewith non-Muslims The Numsa union, one ofthe more 
Westernimperiistcontrolot ot sup: klein Wookie, be eeegeretel| Pompe we have stood beside gestion, s demanding a 20 percent 
hety pairean south east London, last | in other areas, including | Fascism iscalling for = | us day in and day out. foro gala 

The ruling classtry todeny thiscon- | Wednesday. See eee teenies Dynes ne Numsa national treasurer Mphumzi 
nection. London mayor Boris Johnson, Racist graffitiwas | southeast England, | against the racists. together in solidarity Magungo said, “If our demands are not 
even made the absurdclaim that there SPeaypainted on the | have also been reported. | Billie, a young again to ensure the met we will have no option but to go to 
‘was no link between British foreign walls of one mosque The racist English | Muslim from Bolton, | forcesofhatred donot the strc.” 
Policy and the Woolwich killing. while people attended | Defence League (EDL) | told Socialist prevail. ‘three-week strike at the state 

Joe Glenton, a former soldier who  morningprayerson | has called several Worker, “Whatever | “Weurgeeveryoneto owned bus company ended with a pay 
‘went tojailasawarresister answered ‘Thursday. “Ielammevil” | demonstrationsinthe | your race or religion | assemble in Manchester rise of 9.5 percent. Currently ination is 
this nonsense very clearly. wasalsospraypainted | wake ofthe killingin | everyone who wants | and London to make running at around 6 percent, 
thersingtdeofpreudceandpscuco. | adie karnet atas | 0) Wasleiek eo e tichervegsvocucticy a sot 
patriotism fully encloses us, let usbe | Mawsearand terrorist | AsSocialistworker | exploiting the pat esti bared 3s ocr: making enough profits. 
clear: while nothing can justify the inside” on thedoors. | went to press they were | situation must unite. | streets.” ‘They blame this on workers 


savage killing in Woolwich... it should demanding higher wages. 


Seciatist Worker T 


International News 


‘Retreat on Greek teachers’ Dutch far right 


reaches out to Nazis 


strikes is an outrage to 
trade union democracy’ 


Teachers’ strikes could have beaten Greece's government but their trade 


union leaders threw the opportunity away, writes Panos Garganas 


| 


LEADERS of the teaching unions to strike. But it's also because resistance 
inGreece last weekcalled off plans All ofthe political parties, except has been strongest from the best or- 
for a national strike of high school the Communist Party, felt theyhad _ganised sections of workers, notably 
teachers. to support this. the teachers. The government had 
Thisisanoutragetotradeunion But then union leaders said that hoped to smash their confidence. 
democracy. theconditions tosuccessfullyimple- But teachers still take confidence 
The government had threatened mentthedecisiontostrikenolonger from looking back to 1988. 
to sack teachers. existed. Yetnone of the conditions Then they struck during exams 
Ithadused conscription orders had changed. and, even when the government 
that meant they could bejailed for Thetrade union bureaucrats’ said took them to court, won many of 
striking, Yet teachershad been pre- the teachers were “adventurist” for their demands, 


pared to defy the governmentand calling a strike during exams. The teachers won support during 
walk out anyway. that strike. 

More than 20,000 high school OPInion Now, with public opinion radi- 
teachers attended general assem- They said a general strike would calised by three and a half years of 
blies of their local union branches alienate public opinion. fighting austerity, they can certainly 
on Tuesday 21 May. All of the political parties now win again. 


‘Theyvotedtostrikeduringexams wentalongwith this retreat, includ- There is a big debate among 
from Friday 24 May by93 percent. ing the left wing Syriza. Its U-tum Syriza’s rank and file following 

‘The government has tried to pit made all the difference. its U-turn. 
other workersagainstthe teachers. Syriza had been partofthe origi-. And the far left is preparing for 
Butworkers were preparedtotake nal trike call, alongwith thefarleft. the teachers’ union conference 
action with them. Butits leader, Alexis Tsipiras,had next month. 

Primary schoolteachers said they been arguing for both thegovern- We are arguing forstrikesas soon 
would strike with the high school ment and the unions to backdown. as school startsin September. That 
teachers every day. Syriza’s parliamentary wing was motion will probably pass. 

One of teachers’ assemblies desperate to avoid being blamed But it's not enough to win the 
gave a standing ovation to adoc- for a strike that could lose them decisions—we also need the rank 
tor who had been organising for votes—and its trade union wing and file to be able to implement 
solidarity strikes from the hospital obliged. them when the bureaucracy won't. 
unions. Workers’ resistance to auster- The other lesson is political. We 

The next day, the presidents of ity means that the government can't rely on the parliamentary 
local union branches had to meet is lagging behind on its target towing of the movement. We need 
to ratify their decision, cut 150,000 public sector jobs by a stronger anti-capitalist left. 

They voted overwhelmingly in 2015. That's one of the reasonsit premera TRE 
support of the original decision hassteppedupattackson teachers. secststwemer saw pape mcesce 


PE 


Wilders proudly tweeted a pict 
hinselt withthe fascist leader 


RT Wilders, leader of the Dutch 
‘Populist Party for Freedom 
king an alliance with 


He wants to ensure “an enormous 
advance” for the far right at next 
year’s European elections. 
fers met FN president Marine 
discuss the plan in Paris 


= 
The Fiom union called the 


March in Italy against 
ly agai 
‘OVER 100,000 trade unionists and 
unemployed workers marched in 
Rome last Saturday to protest 
the new coalition government's sus- 
terity measures. 

1t was called by the metalworkers’ 
union FIOM. 

The centredeft Demoer 


to create jobs. But his c 
Silvio Berlusconi's People of Freedom 
party and unelected technocrats 
looks set on cuts. 

‘At 38 percent, unemployment 
tor under 255 fs the third highest in 
Europe. 


‘Suicide bombs in the 


capital 
206 people have been killed 
je bomb attacks across Iraq's 
hdd in the last week 

che worst violence since 
December 2011, when US combat 
troops left. 

Last month more than 700 died. 
Iraqis descending deeper into 
bloody sectarian confit in the 
of the destruction of the countrys 
civilian infrastructure. This sowed the 
seeds far sectarian divisions 


in Venezuela 
VENEZUELA has been hit by severe 
shortages of basic goods including 
‘milk, four and toilet roll. 

President Nicolas Maduro, who was 
vice president under Hugo Chavez, 
says big businesses have engineered 


ie 


he 


far right groups. 

The PWV is viciously racist, 
particularly targeting Muslims and 
immigrants, But its lash-up with the 
FN breaks new ground. The FN isa 
fascist organisation, whose founder 
and honorary president Jean-Marie 
Le Pen—Marine’s tather—has 
described the Holocaust asa "mere 
detail" of history. 

Wilders has previously distanced 
the PVV from fascist groups, 
including the FN and the English 
Defence League's street thugs. He 
has said, “We'll never join up with the 
fascists.” 

But after meeting Le Pen he 
declared, "We think the same about 
90% of things, perhaps more, We also 
bave a lot of points of agreement in 
terms of immigration.” 

Le Pen, who took a record 
17.9 percent in last year's French 
presidential election, aims to hide the 
FN's fascism behind a sick public 
image. A tie-up with the populist PWV 
offers more mainstream credibility. 

The far right across Europe is 
in astate of flux, producing new 
formations, shifting alliances and a 
cross-fertilisation of ideas, as racist 
and fascist parties try to build in the 
climate of austerity. 

Wilders threatened, “Next year 
we can make an enormous advance.” 
Anti-fascists and anti-racists across 

Europe should be on their guard. 


the crisis by underproducing food and 
‘whipping up panic buyi 
‘Maduro met Venezuela's biggest 
boss Lorenzo Mendoza hoping to 
reach an understanding last week 
His govemment also sent armed 
troops to run patrols and checkpoints 


in poor areas with high murder rates 
lastweek. 

‘And it has approached the US 
about restoring diplomatie relations 


Oklahoma tornado hits 
oor hardest 

HE tomado that ripped through parts 

af Okishoma on Tuesday of last week 

left st least 50 people dead. 


Memes ie mine Pic onanom ation urd) 

Those with no storm rooms or safe 
bunkers were most affected. 

They were siso least likely to have 
‘any means to escape after weather 
‘warnings told them what was expected. 

Homes have been destroyed as well 
as a small hospital and a school where 
pupils and teachers tried to hide from 
the wind. Trailer parks and wooden 
hames were the worst affected with 


many people losing everything, 


Socialist Worker 


Socialist {) Worker 


Corporations are the 
real benefit cheats 


Come to Fermanagh to show your outrage at the G8 leaders who let them off the hook 


e G8 approaches, we are told 
lamping down on tax avoid- 

ance" is high on the agenda for the 
Fermanagh meeting. 

DON’T believe the hype. David 

Cameron has no intention of doing 

anything about tax avoidan: 

Last February, on a visit to 
Mumbai, he said he didn't think it 
was right to legislate on the issue. 
Far from doing anything to stop cor- 
porations avoiding huge tax bills, 
the Cameron government's public 
sector cuts have included slashing 
the numbers of workers in HMR 
the very people who are supposed 
to collect tax. 

‘They have also cut the corporate- 
profitrate at the very time they ramp 
up our taxes 

None of this is remotely surpri 
ing, given that Cameron's own fa 


had run a network of offshore i 
vestment funds in tax havens such 


as Panama City and Geneva which 
helped build his son's inheritance. 


Oxfam 

Arecent report from Oxfam shows 
that people using tax havens are’ 
priving the world of more than £100 
billion in lost revenue, enough money 
toend extreme poverty twice over” 

Of the £12 trillion that Oxfam 
estimates is being held by individ 
alsin tax havens around the globe, 
over a third ~ £4.7 trillion- is sit- 
ting in accounts in British Overseas 
Territories and Crown Dependencies. 

‘The Oxfam estimates are based on 
Bank for International Settlement 
data and so are less than the Tax 
Justice Network estimates of be- 
tween £14 trillion and £21 trillion 
— however the two are consistent 
with each other 

As Oxfam says, these figures “put 
the UK at the centre of a global tax 
system that is a colossal betrays 
of people here and in the poorest 
countries who are struggling to get 
by, and puts the goverment on the 
side of the privileged few...talking 
tough on tax, whilst continuing to 
usher a third of the world’s wealth 
into UK tax havens”. 

It's worth noting that the £102 
billion of lost tax revenue estimated 
byOxfam isjusta fraction of total tax 
Joss, as it only reflects the amount of 
tax individuals are neglecting to pay 
and doesn'tinclude the tax dodged 
by companies that costs poor coun- 
tries more than £105 billion a year. 

Between the tax dodged by super- 
rich individuals and that avoided 
by the corporations, we are talking 
over £200 billion a year —thatisten 
times the total being taken out of 


We have 


] No money for the disal 
No money for the unemplo 


the UK economy by austerity 

So, more than enough to pay for 
the bedroom tax, the abolition of 
Disability Living Allowance and the 
Social Fund...more than enough to 
cover all the “welfare reform” pro- 
posalsandemploy more, rather than 
fewer, public servants like nurses, 
care assistants, teachers ete. 


Ideology 
Sowhy does Cameron continue with 
his disastrous policies? 


It’s for the same reason that 


there's near unanimity at Stormont 
that “we” in the North would benefit 
from reducing Corporation Tax —it's 
ideological, it's about putting profit 
before people. 

Welfare reform shows clearly 
what Cameron — and Stormont’s 


priorities are. Push down the liv 
ing standards of two thirds of the 
population by cutting tax credits, 
disability allowances and all out-of 
work benefits because “we must”. 

But cut corporation tax for large 
companies which will mean even 
less money available for the NHS 
and other public services. 

When the Welfare Reform Bill 
comes back on Stormont’s business 
agenda, we will hear a lot about the 
importance of “maintaining parity” 
and the high cost of “breaking with 
parity”. 

Breaking with parity on 
Corporation Tax would cost 
Stormont £400 - £700 million a 
year according to the Treasury 

Breaking parity on the Bedroom 
‘Tax would cost £17million a year; 


breaking parity on “ESA in Youth”, 

benefit for severely disabled 
school-leavers, would cost less 
than £400,000 a year; keeping the 
current support for paying rates for 
disabled people would cost less than 
£2 million a year. 

Some moves that would break par- 
ity would cost nothing, for example 
refusing tobring in “sanctions” that 
will see people who leave their jobs 
voluntarily or are sacked for miscon- 
duct facing up to three years without 
dole. 

The amount of money being lost 
in tax avoidance is yet another rea- 
son to protest when the G8 comes 
to Ireland. 

See inside for details of the Belfast 
Counter Summit and for buses from 
Belfast, Derry and Dublin. 


Iwill work tirelessly for a tiny 


minority of already-rich people 


‘Sunday June 16th @10am_ 
Banda inre Hoel St awe 9 


GET THE BUS TO 
FERMANAGH ON 
MONDAY 17 JUNE 


DUBLIN: 


BELFAST: 


DERRY: 


